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A 45-year-old truck cleaner K Mithun from Keralam was 
found dead in a secluded area in Tirunelveli on Sunday night 
after going missing . Police have registered a case of 
suspicious death and his body was sent for postmortem

dead in  
forest
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Water scarcity woes: Madurai homes 
store water for several days together
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Madurai

Water scarcity has intensified in the Vadipatti town 
panchayat, with residents and commercial establish-
ments facing severe shortages. Despite its proximity to 
the Vaigai River and relatively strong groundwater re-
sources, the panchayat is now grappling with an acute 
drinking water shortage. 

Speaking to TNIE, S Sasikumar, a resident, said, “More 
than 30,000 people live here. We never used to store water 
in our tanks, but for the past few weeks, we have been 
forced to store water. Intermittent supply has forced 
many households to store water for several days.”

M Muthukannan, a local trader, said the situation had 
worsened in the past three months. “Since Vadipatti is 
located near the Vaigai River, we were never worried 

about water supply. Borewells also 
performed well due to the high 
groundwater table. But, water 

that was supplied once in 
two days is now being 

supplied only once 
in four days,” he 
said.    Several 

borewells have gone 
dry, he added, while resi-

dents also suspect leakages 
caused by cracks, ageing pipes or broken 
joints in the distribution network, resulting in 
water loss and reduced pressure at household taps.

A Vadipatti town panchayat official said the town cur-
rently requires around 4 MLD of  water but receives only 
3 MLD. “The demand is largely met through groundwa-
ter-based borewell systems in and around Vadipatti. 
However, some borewells have gone dry. We are manag-
ing the shortage with the help of  TWAD pipelines,” the 
official said.  

“To manage the present crisis, we have decided to drill 
six new borewells, of  which three have already been 
completed,” the official added.

Mettur Dam outflow raised 
to 12K cusecs amid demand
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Salem

The outflow from Mettur Dam was increased from 10,000 
cusecs to 12,000 cusecs from Monday morning in view of  
the increased demand for water in the Cauvery delta re-
gion, with the release being made through the dam and 
tunnel power houses, according to officials of  the water 
resources department.

Apart from water being released for irrigation, around 
400 cusecs was released on Monday through the Mettur 
West Bank and Mettur East Bank canals specifically to 
meet drinking water needs. The release through the two 
canals will continue for 10 days and is expected to benefit 
people in Salem, Namakkal and Erode. 

As of  Monday evening, the dam storage stood at 55.307 
TMC and inflow at 8,993 cusecs, while 12,000 cusecs was 
being released into the river and 400 cusecs through the 
canal. 

Authorities have instructed the barrages downstream 
to maintain the prescribed discharge without any 
deviation.

Iron wire entangled around jumbo’s leg removed
E XPR   E SS   N E WS   S E RVIC    E 
@ Coimbatore

Forest department staff, with 
the assistance of  a team of  five 
veterinarians, successfully re-
moved an iron wire that had 
become tightly entangled 
around the left front leg of  a fe-
male elephant in Ooliyur forest 
area of  Sirumugai Forest 
Range. The elephant was treat-
ed and subsequently released 
into the forest. 

The elephant, estimated to be 
10 to 13 years old, was found 
struggling to walk after the 
wire became embedded around 
its leg. Forest officials suspect 
that it may have been caught in 
the wire around two weeks ago. 
As the animal continued to 
move, the wire tightened 

around the leg, causing swell-
ing and severe pain.

The veterinary team, com-
prising K Vijayaragavan, S 
Vennila, S Sathasivam, T Mey-
yarasan and former veterinar-
ian NS Manokaran, tran-
quilised the elephant. Around 
60 forest department person-
nel, led by Coimbatore Forest 
Division District Forest Officer 
N Vengatesh Prabhu, assisted 
with the operation.

“It took us more than two 
hours to remove the wire. The 
animal was in severe pain and 
the leg had swollen considera-
bly. We cleaned the blood and 
pus from the affected area, ap-
plied ointment and adminis-
tered painkillers and other 
medicines to improve its condi-
tion,” said a forest department 

official.
Forest staff  noticed the ele-

phant on September 2, when it 
appeared weak during a patrol. 
The team tranquilised it on Sun-
day and carried out treatment. 
“The elephant is now walking 
normally and appears healthy. 
Forest personnel continue to 
monitor its condition through 
drone surveillance and direct 
sightings,” said Sirumugai For-
est Range Officer D Dinesh.

Vengatesh Prabhu said the 
iron wire appeared to be fenc-
ing wire. Following the inci-
dent, the range officer regis-
tered a case and an investigation 
was on. “We arranged joint pa-
trolling with staff  from Vila-
mundi Forest Range in Sathya-
mangalam Tiger Reserve in the 
coming days,” he said.

Farmers say no 
to jumbo camp 

at Thekkampatti
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Coimbatore

Fa r m e r s  f r o m  M e t -
tupalayam have demanded 
that the state government se-
lect a different location for 
the elephant rejuvenation 
camp, where there are no is-
sues of  wild elephant intru-
sion, instead of  holding it at 
Thekkampatti near Met-
tupalayam, where the camp 
was previously conducted. 
They claimed that the area, 
being close to forests and 
farms, would be affected by 
elephants even after the 
camp is over.

“In the last five years, the 
camp has not been held at 
Thekkampatti, which 
led to a significant de-
crease in elephant 
intrusions and crop 
damage. If  the gov-
ernment conducts 
the camp again, farm-
ers around Thekkam-
patti will face the conse-
quences even after the camp 
is over. Therefore, we re-
quest the state government 
to choose alternative loca-
tions,” said T Venugopal, 
state president of  Tamilaga 
Vivasayigal Sangam.

The annual camp, organ-
ised by the Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowments 
(HR&CE) department, was 
introduced during the AI-
ADMK regime by then Chief  
Minister J Jayalalithaa. 
Over 40 temple elephants 
from across Tamil Nadu usu-
ally participate in the 48-day 
camp, during which they un-
dergo health check-ups and 
are provided nutritious food 

under the supervision of  
veterinarians and mahouts. 
The camp was discontinued 
after 2021 during the DMK 
regime. Following the for-
mation of  the TVK govern-
ment, the camps were 
revived.

The camp, intended to pro-
vide care and rejuvenation 
for elephants belonging to 
temples and mutts, will be 
conducted with an alloca-
tion of  ̀ 3 crore from the gov-
ernment, HR&CE Minister S 
Ramesh announced in the 
Assembly. Meanwhile, the 
HR&CE department has al-
ready inspected the camp 
site at Thekkampatti near 
Mettupalayam in Coimbat-

ore district and the fa-
cilities for housing 
elephants and ma-
houts, fodder stor-
age areas, locations 
for bathing facilities 

along the Bhavani 
River, and routes for 

walking exercises.
Venugopal said that earli-

er, when the camp was held, 
wild elephants came up to 
Karamadai town. Apart 
from crop damage, many 
people were killed by them.

Opposing the move, farm-
ers demanded that the gov-
ernment hold it at another 
place instead of  Thekkam-
patti. They petitioned the 
Coimbatore district collec-
tor on Monday, asking him 
to recommend to the govern-
ment to consider their 
demand.

Joint Commissioner of  
HR&CE P Ramesh said the 
government should take de-
cision on it.

Mom seeks arrest of govt school 
headmistress over Dalit girl’s suicide 
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Madurai 

The mother of  a 16-year-old 
Scheduled Caste girl, who died 
by suicide on August 25, lodged 
a complaint with the Madurai 
district collector on Monday, 
demanding the arrest of  a 
caste Hindu headmistress of  a 
g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l  i n 
Usilampatti.

The petitioner, P Thavamani 
(40) of  Ambedkar Nagar in 
Thottapanayakanur in Usilam-
patti, said her daughter P 
Nisanthi ended her life after 
the teaching head, Vimaladevi 
of  Government Model Higher 
Secondary School in Usilam-
patti, had insulted them as she 
ordered them to leave the 
school premises after they had 
arrived seeking admission on 

August 24.
Recalling the incident, Tha-

vamani told mediapersons that 
both Nisanthi and she were 
asked to wait for more than 30 
minutes before they went in-
side the room. HM Vimaladevi 
was not convinced about 
Nisanthi’s credentials even 
though a teacher at her previ-
ous school had provided posi-
tive comments. 

The HM was annoyed as 
Thavamani beseeched her 
with folded hands. She instant-
ly tapped down Thavamani’s 
hands and angrily told the 
mother and her daughter to 
move away from the premises 
by stating admission would 
not be given. Thavamani 
claimed Vimala also passed 
casteist slurs. 

Nisanthi was inconsolable 

although we assured that they 
would find a different school to 
pursue her dream of  nursing 
but she ended her life. “The 
HM’s disparaging comments 
and conduct killed my daugh-
ter. I want justice for her death. 
The HM should be arrested, the 
chargesheet in the case must be 
filed within the stipulated pe-
riod of  two months and appro-
priate compensation should be 
issued for the family,” she said 
while crying.

A case was earlier registered 
against Vimaladevi under 
BNSS 194 (unnatural death) on 
August 25 though BNS Section 
108 (abetment of  suicide) and 
Section 3(2)(v) of  the SC/ST 
Act were later invoked.

(To overcome suicidal 
thoughts, contact TN health 

department’s helpline 104 ) 

As the jumbo tried to move, the wire tightened around the leg causing swelling and 
pain for two weeks before it  was removed by a veterinary team | express

green cover
Labourers taking shelter under makeshift green tarpaulin sheds to protect 

themselves from the scorching heat at a private quarry unit in Madukkarai in 
Coimbatore district on Saturday |  S Senbagapandiyan

Firm stopped from extracting 
groundwater near Athoor Dam
Dindigul: After complaints from villagers, the district 
administration ordered a private water bottling 
company to stop extracting groundwater near the 
Athoor Kamarajar Dam. “A team comprising Block 
Development Officers (BDOs) and other officials 
inspected the site and found that the organisation was 
extracting water from an open well. Considering the 
water crisis in the villages and the fact that the water 
was being extracted for commercial purposes, an order 
was issued to stop the extraction.” CPM Athoor-
Akkaraipatti secretary K Radhakrishnan alleged that 
the company had functioned as a distributor at the 
site 15 years ago. It had subsequently begun operating 
as a water purification company and he demanded 
action be taken against the company. �  ENS
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E-Tender Enq No. 7855/P-1/EMP-13425  dated: 01.09.2026 
Dy. Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No.2026_POWER_174613_1 for Procurement of T&P (Welding Sets)  
for CHP-FU cell, GGSSTP Roopnagar 2026-27. For detailed NIT & Tender  
specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 02.09.2026 from 
05.00 PM onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

1109/RTP-85/26/07/09/2026
1079/12/2026-27/14918


